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Best vaccine candidate(s) from in vitro tests
preclinical tests on sutiable animal model 
• previously



Covid-19 Model animals – ACE2 receptors homology 





Best vaccination protocol decision making
– specific antibody titer by ELISA



Refinements
• environmental enrichments

• friendly handling (tunnel, cupping)

• inhalation anesthesia for all applications and blood sampling

• pilot test for viral challenge - new ABSL3 facility

Replacement Reduction
• VNT - virus neutralization test

SARS-CoV-2 strain Slovenia/SI -4265/20 





KEEP ALIVE, REUSE OR REHOME?    
DECISION LATE 2021

PROJECT 
LEADER

•AGREEMENT BY COWORKERS ON THE TASK
•the need for next project is present

WELFARE 
OFFICER / 

COMMITEE

•AGREEMENT BY INSTITUTIONAL WELLFARE OFFICER
•HEALTHCHECK AND AGRREMENT BY DESIGNATED VETERINARIAN

CARETAKERS

RESEARCHER

•SOCIALISATION
•DECISION
•SPREADING THE WORD (internal – institutional, external…)

ADOPTERS

•INTERVIEW 
•species needs
•explaining the research project

•CONTRACT
•follow ups

RESEARCHER

•REUSE/
•SAMPLES



TAKE CARE / BE NICE / EVERY LIFE MATTERS

from new homes
19 boys and girls

socialization in 
institution, 
assesment



enka.si survey 1,5 year after…
11 (of 17) responses

Why should we bother?

Hamster adapted well to new home

Hamster interacted with humans frequently

Hamster was interested in new objects and food types

Hamster was healthy

I would easily decide to adopt another animal from LAS

Opinion on adaptation of pet to new home (n=11)
not certain agree completely agree completely disagree disagree


